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Strengths

Fred can:

· Give a definite yes / no to a question using both vocalisation and gesture.

· Attract attention by vocalising

· Make good use of non –verbal methods of communication  ie. facial expressions to show emotions and/or attract your attention

· Listen to and follow a story/book 

· Identify all coins and is aware of the value of some goods.

· Has the ability to use a switch with his left thumb and forefinger.

· Move his arms on request to facilitate tasks

Factors 

Fred has

· Cerebral palsy which affects his whole body. Associated with this, he has complex physical disabilities

· Very floppy muscles which makes it difficult for him to hold his head and body upright. 
· A wheelchair for mobility

· Has limited upper limb function and involuntary reflexes. This interferes with purposeful movements.

· Profound communication difficulties. 
· Complex learning difficulties

Needs

Fred needs

· To use specialised switches, plasma screen, correct type of wheelchair in order to access curriculum/learning experiences
· Requires switches/environmental controls to communicate, access play, computer, environment and make choices

· Help in all areas of mobility and positioning

· Time to process information and make a response
Protocols

Eating and drinking

Moving and handling

Intimate care

Specific strategies

· Fred’s main mode of communication is through gesture and vocalising. Staff need to ‘tune in’ to the meaning of these

