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Information:


The Sensory Support Service is a peripatetic teaching service consisting of the Hearing Support Service and the Vision Support Service.  We support children from birth to school leaving age with a sensory impairment, in a range of pre-school settings, primary schools, secondary schools and special schools throughout Aberdeenshire.  Where the child is under three, teachers may work with families in the family home.


Since we have an open referral system, we accept referrals from Health, Education and parents/carers. However, a child does require to have a diagnosed sensory impairment to receive support from the Service. When we receive a referral, the teacher assesses the child’s sensory needs and provides recommendations on how they can best be met.  This may include: 


targeted teaching 


supporting access to the curriculum 


professional development for staff in an education setting


awareness raising sessions to ensure that everyone within the school community has an understanding of what it means to have a sensory impairment.  


Throughout this process we liaise closely with parents/carers to ensure that everyone has a shared understanding of how we plan to support the child.  We also work in partnership with other educational professionals, as well as health professionals, social workers, and staff from third sector agencies.





Actions:
Assess a child’s hearing or vision and then offer recommendations on how the child’s needs can best be met.


Provide information, practical help and advice.


Advise and support staff in how to promote inclusion.


Monitor pupil progress and provide reports.








Actions:
Provide support in the use of specialist resources to promote independence.


Provide targeted teaching.


Provide awareness raising sessions to ensure that everyone within the school community has an understanding of what it means to have a sensory impairment.


Support the development of language and communication skills in learners with a hearing loss.


Work alongside class teachers where pupils use either Sign or Braille to ensure access to the curriculum.


Provide communicators to support learners who require Sign or Braille/large Print to access the curriculum.


Liaise with mobility officers to co-ordinate mobility and life skills for pupils with severe visual impairment.












