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Universal Services (Core Provision) Early Intervention and Prevention





Universal Services (Generally Available)





Targeted and Specialist


The EAL Service becomes involved when a referral is made to the service. All bilingual learners should be referred to the EAL Service, regardless of perceived level of English, by completing a Referral form. Please ensure the parent/carer has signed the form and ticked whether they give consent for the EAL service to provide advice and support to their child and the school. Referral forms should be sent to eal.service@aberdeenshire.gov.uk. Refer to Aberdeenshire EAL Service's Guidelines which are available on http://asn-aberdeenshire.org/peripatetic-education-services/ under the EAL Service tile.





.





Aberdeenshire English as an Additional Language Service (EAL Service) has produced guidelines on supporting bilingual learners. To support all bilingual learners, schools should follow good practice for supporting bilingual learners, making reference to Aberdeenshire EAL Service Guidelines. Further information and guidance can be found on the EAL Service tile on http://asn-aberdeenshire.org/peripatetic-education-services/


As part of core provision schools should identify any barriers related to learning. In the context of bilingual learners schools should consider cultural and linguistic differences and also differing experiences of education and life in general.





Bilingual children or young people whose first language is not English may already have a fully developed home language and a wide range of achievements, skills and attributes. Any lack of English should be addressed within support programmes which take full account of the individual’s abilities and learning needs. 


Aberdeenshire’s EAL Service has an advisory, training and teaching role. The EAL service is a peripatetic service based at New Deer School. It consists of a Co-ordinator and teaching staff. All have undertaken specialist training in supporting bilingual learners. As part of general support offered to schools, the EAL Service can:


support schools to create their own EAL Policy (SEALCC Evidence of Good Practice in Supporting Bilingual Learners).


provide training and awareness raising sessions to school staff and other agencies through Aberdeenshire’s CLPL Events programme on ALDO.


advise schools on global citizenship and celebrating diversity.


work in partnership with other agencies to develop wider support for bilingual pupils and families within their local communities e.g. pre-school partner providers, schools, Community School Networks, CLD, Speech and Language Therapy (SLT) and Educational Psychology (EP).





An EAL Teacher will then arrange to visit to complete an initial assessment to assess the bilingual learner's level of English and recommend appropriate support.


Once bilingual learners are referred to the EAL Service, the EAL Team can: 


assist schools in developing a planned approach to induction and targeted pupil support.


advise schools on pupil placement, transition, assessment, curriculum support, teaching strategies and resources.


provide support and advice to schools to develop their capacity to manage and sustain continued progress and achievement of bilingual learners. 


work with schools to ensure equality of opportunity for bilingual learners to access the curriculum, for example, English language support to pupils where appropriate, with reference to How Good Is Our School (HGIOS) Part 4 Quality Indicators for bilingual pupils and strategies booklets.


provide team teaching support where appropriate.


provide advice to schools about SQA Assessment Arrangements. Where necessary, support schools to deliver SQA ESOL/IELTs, which may be required for entrance to further education/university courses.


work with schools to develop intervention support programmes for bilingual learners (ASN, Disability, EAL and Assessing Support Level Guidance Manual). Where there are Additional Support Needs, other than language, it is good practice for the EAL Service to be part of the Multi Agency Action Plan (MAAP) process.


assess, monitor, review, and advise the English Language Competency levels for annual ScotXed returns (ASN, Disability, EAL and Assessing Support Level Guidance Manual). The EAL Service, as part of this review process, may require sampling of pupils’ English language competency across a range of curricular areas to create the pupils’ language profile. This can be used:


as part of the evidence for the SQA Assessment Arrangements 


to identify strategies that will support pupils to access the curriculum.





Advise on and facilitate the use of interpreting and translation services.







